
Books and Books and Architecture Club - AIA 
Miami invite you to Join Navin Ramani for the 

introduction of his new publication:

Bombay Art Deco Architecture: 
a visual journey 1930 - 1953

April 27, 2007
6:00 PM

Books and Books
265 Aragon Ave in Coral Gables

Reception, music, and book signing to 
follow the book talk and slide show

Bombay Art Deco Architecture – A Visual Journey 1930-1953 pres-
ents a treasury of Art Deco buildings comprising residential, com-
mercial and public architecture created during the glamorous and 
optimistic era of the mid 1930s and 1940s. The architects, a small 
list of the fi rst generation of modern Indian architects, were trained 
in western architectural traditions, if not actually in the West. These 
architects, infl uenced by the fashionable aesthetic current in Europe, 
were eager to imbue the city with a new modern style. That style 
shared its provenance with the Art Deco architecture of Miami 
Beach. Built in the same era, the Art Deco architecture of the two 
cities exhibits similar scale, geometry, tropical vocabulary, and love 
of romance.

          Author Navin Ramani lived in Bombay for 21 years, in an Art 
Deco apartment building called Court View. Much of his childhood 
was spent exploring his Deco-rich neighborhood. It was not until 
Ramani moved to Miami in 1989 and encountered the Miami Beach 
Art Deco District that he recognized the great architectural legacy 
of his hometown. But while that great treasury of Miami Beach ho-
tels and apartments has been internationally recognized, nationally 
protected, and well documented, the larger assembly of Art Deco 
buildings in Bombay has, until now, been taken for granted. Bom-
bay Art Deco Architecture provides an insightful exploration of its 
beauty and abundance.
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